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BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: Today's date 
is December 13, 2001, at approximately 0845 
hours. My name is Chief Lakiotes of the 
safety command. I am here interviewing 
Captain David Loper of Engine 210, in regards 
to the events of September 11, 2001. 
Q. David, if you would, just take me through 


what happened that day, as far as your experience. 


A. Right from the response? 
Q. Yes. 
A. We were in quarters and we got the ticket 


to respond to the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel to be part 
of a task force that was being formed to send over 
to the World Trade Center. So we were responding 
and as we were going down by the waterfront, I don't 
know exactly the street that is, by Brooklyn 
Heights, underneath the promenade, I could see the 
north tower burning on whatever it was, 10 floors, 
15 floors and I remember just being overwhelmed, 
trying to figure out what we were going to do when 
we got there. I just couldn't figure it out. Every 
time you size up a situation, you can come up with 
some kind of a plan, but I couldn't on this 


particular case. 
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Anyway, it's then that I was looking at the 
north tower that I saw what I thought looked like a 
seagull in the distance almost and it went into the 
south tower and the south tower exploded in a huge 
fire ball. I just told my chauffeur, "Stop for a 
minute. Stop the rig." And he just slammed the 
brakes and we just looked and it didn't strike me as 
to what happened. I still thought -- I said to him, 
at that point, "The gas tanks exploded from the 
plane." That's what I thought it was at that point. 
It wasn't until afterwards that I realized it was a 
whole second plane at that time. And I didn't 
realize that until a couple of days later. It just 
didn't make sense to me. 

Anyway, I said, "Let's get out of here." By 
the time we got down to the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, 
they had tried to clear a lane, although there were 
some cars in the way still, but there were several 
trucks and engines, whatever, at that scene and by 
the time we got there I think another one or two 
engines came in behind us and I said, "Let's go." 
We went in as a convoy. 

I don't know the companies that were there. I 


know 279 was behind us, because they ended up 
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passing us when we got through the tunnel. It took, 
I would say, a good 15 minutes to get through the 
tunnel. There were cars in the way. A battalion 
called about a pregnant woman that was going to give 
birth and we got out of the rig and looked. We 
couldn't find the battalion or the car, so who 
knows. I don't know what happened there. We got 
through. When we got through finally to the other 
side, there was a lot of debris and the dust and 
stuff and everything from the plane smashing into 
the building and the traffic stopped. We didn't 
know why at that time, but we figured they were 
getting directions, but I think it was more probably 
because of the parts of the building and the body 
parts and everything that were all around. 

One of my guys got out of the rig for some 
reason. I was yelling at him, "Get back in," 
because the convoy started to move. Before he could 
get in, 279 passed us so we just followed them in 
and we took a hydrant in the vicinity of Liberty and 
the West Side Highway. I'm not exactly sure where 
it was, but it was in that vicinity where we took a 
hydrant. It was in the center median or to the left 


side maybe over on the west side of the West Side 
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Highway. I would guess it would be just before the 
pedestrian bridge in that World Financial Center, 
Dow Jones Oppenheimer. I think in that area is 
where we took a hydrant. 

We got out of the rig and there was a torso up 
against the hydrant. My chauffeur said, "Cap, come 
over here. I don't know what to do." I told hin, 
"Cover it." I think that's what he did. He covered 
it with a blanket. He moved it a little bit, 
covered it with a blanket and then hooked up to that 
hydrant. 

At that point I told him, just stay with the 
rig. Hook up to the hydrant and do what he had to 
do there as far helping other companies hookup to 
hydrants or whatever. I didn't have any idea what 
they were going to do, but I just told him to stay 
with the rig and try not to get close to the 
building. Stay on this side of the highway, unless 
he had to hook up and got orders to hook up to some 
kind of a standby. But he would have known that. 
He's a good chauffeur. 

Me and the other three guys got out. We each 
grabbed -- I had the guys take a roll-up and an 


extra Scott bottle. I grabbed a standpipe bag and 
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an extra bottle and we grabbed four roll-ups instead 
of three and grabbed an extra length of hose along 
with the extra bottle, and we were heading up West 
Street or whatever, West Side Highway, and we ran 
into Chief Barbara, who was standing actually like 
on the center median. Because I remember looking up 
at him and he just asked the company. I said, 
"Engine 210, part of the task force." And he said, 
"Go past the second pedestrian bridge. There is a 
command post for the north tower. I want you on the 
north tower." 

So we proceeded up the highway. I told the 
guys -- actually, we stayed all the way to the west 
side. There were pieces of the building coming down 
and I kept looking up. I told the guys, "Look up. 
Just look down to see where you're going once ina 
while, but keep looking up in case something comes 
down. And if you have to, just run. You know, just 
scream for everybody, but just run if you have to." 

So we stayed all the way to the west side of 
the West Side Highway, as close to the buildings as 
we could, away from the debris that was falling off 
the building, made our way past that pedestrian 


bridge and we hit the command post. But there is 
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two pedestrian bridges, so I'm a little confused as 

to where we actually stopped. I know we were at the 

command post closest to 1 World Trade Center, the 

north tower. I know that for a fact, that we were 

up there. 

We reported. There was a Lieutenant there with 
the board, the set up, as far as the -- I'm losing 
track as to what that's called now. 

Q. The command board? 

A. The command post board, right. So there 
was a command post there and I reported in and 
things were a little bit crazy, as can be expected. 
People were like, "We're all reporting in." And I 
saw a friend of mine that I was a fireman with up in 
the Bronx, Captain Eddie Metcalf, and I remember the 
guy handing him -- I don't know what Eddie was doing 
there. I don't think he was with a company. I 
don't know if he was surplus or -- I really don't 
know what he was up to, but all I know is the guy 
handed him a pad and pencil and said, "You take care 
of the companies coming in. Write them down and 
give them to me." 

So when I heard that, I heard that actually 


being said, I said, "Eddie, it's David, 210." He 
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said, "I gotcha, Dave." So he put me down on the 
sheet. I turned around to the three guys and I 
said -- there was probably two or three engines, a 
truck. I don't know who else was there. There were 
other people milling around. Probably some 
Civilians. We were in front of, I'm guessing, 3 
World Financial Center, American Express building. 
Although, I can't say for sure if that's where we 
were. Because when we came -- I'll get to this 
later, but when we came through the building, we ran 
down the loading dock and came out. I don't 
remember another building being behind us, but there 
could have been, because I was kinds of confused at 
the time. 

But anyway, I grabbed the three guys and told 
them, because they had told us to stand fast, it's 
going to be a while before you go in. So I said, 
"All right." So I grabbed the three guys. It was a 
cool morning, but with all your turnout gear it was 
hot. So I says, "Listen. Put all the equipment 
here in a pile. Take your coats off and just, you 
know, it's not going to take a second to put your 
coats on and we'll go in when we get orders." 


So that's what they did. And then I saw other 
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companies doing that, too. Each company was staying 
in like a little pile of stuff and staying by and 
taking their coats off. I remember taking my coat 
off and I had it around my arm and I loosened up my 
pants just to -- because I was very warm. 

From that point they were back about probably 
30 feet towards the loading dock area of that 
building, and I stayed up near the command post. 
That's when we kept just looking up, kept sizing up 
the building and then the jumpers started. I 
remember seeing 105 Truck, come to think of it, 
because I remember Vinny Brunton being there, 
speaking of him today. But I do remember him being 
around. So 105 Truck must have been there. But I 
don't know happened to them afterwards. They must 
have got orders to go in. 

Anyway, we were sizing the building. That's 
when the jumpers started and you just didn't seem -- 
you didn't realize what it was at first until they 
started hitting and then I went back and the guys 
are looking. I said, "Listen, don't look up. You 
know, there is no sense in looking up and seeing 
this." Because they just kept coming and coming. I 


don't know what good that did, because you could 
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hear them hitting, so it was still not pleasant to 
say the least. 

So we kept that up anyway. I went back to the 
commands post after talking to guys, kept them 
together. Went back up and there is a crowd of 
people and everything, still waiting to see what we 
were going to do. Then all of a sudden there was 
like a loud -- almost like a rushing sound, a roar, 
and we looked up and we could see it looked like an 
implosion and the building kind of went in and out 
and kind of like shook and I remember like 20 or 30 
guys, whatever it was, all there at the command 
post. A lot of them in front of me pulled towards 
West Street. We were looking up and then this thing 
started coming down and nobody ran. I could just 
remember that. Even myself, I remember being 
hypnotized by this thing and just looking up at it 
and then finally, thank God, somebody yelled, "Run." 
And we took off and I think depending on which way 
you ran determined whether you lived or died. 
Because I think some guys that were there probably 
didn't make it. 

Anyway, I ran to the loading dock area and all 


my guys went the same way. I tripped over some gear 
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initially as I first started running that was there 
or it could have been a curb. I don't know what it 
was, but I tripped over something, fell, hit my 
head. That dazed me a little bit. I couldn't get 
up right away. I rolled over to see what was going 
on and like 15 or 20 guys like trampled me and I 
think a couple of them did try to help me, but it 
was just the push was there and they couldn't. 

Somebody might have even fell over me as we 
were going and they all like kind of trampled me and 
then the debris cloud came, so then all bets were 
off there. Nobody knew where anybody was. I got up 
again just as the debris cloud was enveloping us and 
I tried to run and again I tripped over something 
and I fell and I twisted my back and knee. This 
time I stayed down for just a couple of seconds. I 
said, I'm having difficulty breathing now, because 
it was like a funnel. All the smoke went right down 
into this loading dock and I remember it was just 
like having your head stuck in a pail of sand, 
trying to breathe sand. And I says, "You know, I'm 
gonna die if I don't do something about this." So I 
rolled and I found a wall finally and the only way I 


could orient myself is I heard a lot of voices on 
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one side of me. I said, "That must be to the rear, 
because everybody went that way. So the front must 
be this way." And I knew all the equipment was laid 
on the ground there. So I took a shot and I 
crawled along the wall towards the front and I 
started going up. That's when I knew I was going in 
the right direction. I started going up the loading 
ramp. And I didn't really hit too much large chunks 
of debris. There was the dust and stuff you could 
feel and all that stuff and you're breathing it. 

I finally found three Scott air masks and, of 
course, needing to breathe now I was elated by that, 
but the one mask was upside down and dopey me didn't 
purge it because I'm not thinking. I throw it on my 
face and got this -- everything. I mean it was like 
solid. And now I'm coughing, I'm choking, I'm 
pulling solid crap out of me and I'm like, "That was 
real smart." So I finally got the mask purged, 
cleaned out. I put it on and then I could breathe a 
little bit better. 

I grabbed the other two masks, crawled back to 
where I heard voices. I found one guy huddled like 
in a corner. I gave him amask. I said, "Put this 


on. We gotta try to get out of here." I found 
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another guy and I said, "Put this on." And by that 
time somebody was saying they might have found a 
door in the rear. So we just started crawling to 
the rear. I still couldn't see anything. I found a 
rope on the ground level and I knew or I didn't 
know, but I thought immediately that somebody put 
like a search rope or something, a personal rope. 
So I says, "I found a rope." And I just started 
screaming and a couple of guys came. We found the 
rope and we started following it and it led out this 
door and there must have been lighting on there, 
because I could see like a glow up in the ceiling 
level and we bumped into some people and I heard 
somebody saying -- somebody came down the stairs and 
said, "Somebody's got a key." Somebody from the 
building actually came down into the smoke, unlocked 
the back door, and that's where we got out. We got 
out through the rear door and it was still -- you 
could see people at that point. That was to the 
west of the building and the breeze was coming off 
the river, so that actually was clearing faster than 
to the east. So when I got out I had blood 
running -- I remember feeling my forehead because I 


had a big lump from where I fell and I had blood 
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coming down my forehead and I said, "Now I gotta 
find my guys." Which I didn't even know if I was 
gonna be able to do that at this point. But I did. 
Two of the guys waited for me or were in the general 
vicinity. I don't know if they actually waited for 
me, but they didn't go too far. That was Casey, who 
went back to Ladder 127, and Duggan, who went back 
to Engine 1 on the rotation just recently. But 
those two guys were there and I gave them a big hug. 
Then I was looking for Tommy Carroll from Engine 
219, and I told Duggan and Casey, I said, "Let's 
start working north a little bit away from this." 
Because now that was the south tower that collapsed. 
I says, "This north one is going. It's just a 
matter of when it's gonna go." I said, "Let's get a 
little further away, because I don't know if it's 
gonna come back this way." You know? So we started 
walking north and when I felt that we were far 
enough away, we went through like a park by the 
waterfront and stuff, when we were far enough away, 
there was a guy with a cell phone and he let Casey 
or Duggan use his cell phone to try to call home. 

And I said, "listen. You guys stay here. I'm 


just gonna take a quick lap and see if I could find 
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Carroll. So that's what I did. I went south and 
from looking at this, I probably went behind 2 World 
Financial Center. I went to about that far and we 
were over by 4 World Financial Center, I would 
imagine, at this point. I think we ended up going 
down North End and then down Vesey Street is what we 
ended up doing. 

But anyway, I made it to like behind 2 World 
Financial Center and I couldn't find Tommy Carroll 
anyway. So I says, "I gotta go back to the other 
two guys anyway." So that's what I did. I went 
back. They were waiting for me. As I was heading 
back towards them I was some where behind Winter 
Garden or 3 World Financial Center. Somewhere 
heading back towards those guys, that's when the 
north tower collapsed. And it was the same thing, 
the same noise. So as soon as I heard it this time, 
I knew it. I just saw those two guys and I just 
yelled "run" and we just started running up towards 
Vesey Street. And we came back up towards Vesey 
Street towards West Street and then headed north on 
West Street. I says, "we gotta get a couple of more 
blocks up north so we can regroup and see who we can 


find to see what we're gonna do here." 
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As we went up there, there were guys, a lot of 
guys just walking around like zombies. I remember 
Chief Collins from the 31 Battalion. A lot of guys 
were just in shock and stuff, as we were. Anyway, 
we got up there and we found a group of guys that 
were kind of dazed and stuff and we hung out with 
them right on West Street. There were a lot of 
ambulances by this time all lined up. I remember 
looking over and seeing Mike Talleska. I didn't 
know at the time, but he was with Safety. And there 
were a couple of EMS guys taking care of him. I 
don't think it was our EMS. I think it was a 
private Jewish ambulance. I went over. I told my 
two guys, I said, "Stay here with Chief Collins." 
There were like three or four other firemen. I 
said, "Stay here. I'm gonna go over and see what's 
up with this guy. I know him from up in the Bronx 
and up in that area." 

So I went over and I said, "Mike, what's going 
on?" And he was in tough shape. He was mumbling 
that he was buried under the north tower and that he 
Climbed down out of the south tower. I can't 
remember what he said, but he said he climbed down 


and he made it to this point and he thought he broke 
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his leg and these guys weren't taking care of him. 
So I tried calming him down and they were going to 
put him in the ambulance, but the ambulance was 
blocked in by trucks, ambulances, everything. This 
ambulance was going nowhere and Mike was pretty 
upset about things that he wasn't getting out of 
there. He was talking about car bombs going off and 
he got me really wired up with that kind of talk 
too. I started looking around saying, he said," 
look for the vans. They're gonna start blowing." 

Anyway, I says, "Mike, what do you want?" He 
says, "You gotta get me out of here, Dave." So 
that's what I did. I grabbed him. I told the two 
guys, they were only about 50 feet away, Kevin and 
Danny, I said, "Stay here. I gotta get this guy up 
to an ambulance where he can get out of here and 
then I'll come back." And that's what happened. 
These EMS people didn't want to release him, but we 
just took the foot brace off that they put on and 
threw it in the ambulance. I put his boot back on 
and took him around my shoulders and he hobbled up. 
We kept hobbling up a couple of blocks. We finally 
found an ambulance that was free that could take him 


away and they started treating him. And I turned 
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around to go and I collapsed at the back of the 
ambulance and I don't know whether it was from 
hitting my head. I think I ended up with a mild 
concussion from when I originally hit my head. But 
the next thing I remember is I woke up in 
Presbyterian Hospital and Mike was there. That's 
basically all I remember. Do you want to know what 
happened at the hospital? 

Q. No. That's not necessary. 

A. I don't really remember too much about 
that anyway. 

Q. Besides any brethren at the command post, 
did you ever see anybody else? 

A. I said Eddie Metcalf I saw. Yeah, I saw 
211, Engine 211. Because we're in the same quarters 
with them now, with our quarters being redone. So 
Charlie Clark, the Captain of 211 was there, and his 
guys. And I saw them afterwards actually behind and 
he told me he saw Carroll. Carroll was in front of 
him getting out. They got out before me, because I 
went back to get those Scott masks and stuff. So 
those guys all got out before me. I was one of the 
last guys out. And he says he was in front of me. 


I don't know where he went, but that relieved me a 
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little, but not too much. And now I was worried 
about my chauffeur too, because he was down by the 
south tower. So I was concerned about him. 

Q. When you went to that command post, is 
that where Chief Ganci was and Chief Feehan? 

A. I don't remember seeing them. 

Q. At the command post? 

A. I might have seen them, but it's just that 
I can't remember. 

Q. Chief Turi? 

A. I don't know what Chief Turi looks like. 
I would have to see a picture of him. I don't 
remember seeing him. Chief Ganci I would know and 
Feehan I would know, but I just can't remember. 
There were guys there, but I think I was looking up 
more than anything and I didn't take the scope of 
the ground area. All I remember is -- I think it 
was the guy that wears the half glasses in the 
command post company, with the mustache. 

Q. Fieldcom? 

A. Fieldcom. I'm pretty sure he's the guy 
that handed Eddie Metcalf the the -- 

Q. I know who you're talking about. A short 


guy with black hair? 
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A. Yeah. I think it was him, because I seen 
him alot. You know, you always seem to see him. 
I'm almost positive it was him that handed -- I 
could be wrong. I know Eddie started writing all 
the companies down. And I know 105 was there and 
then I don't know when they got -- they must have 
walked away as I was looking up, because I didn't 
really see them going. But I remember looking down 
at the building at one point and seeing firemen 
going in and out. 

Q. At the north tower? 

A. Yes. Yeah. The south tower we were 
removed from. We didn't really -- we were right in 
front of that north tower. I remember being across 
from the Marriott Hotel kind of. Because as the 
bodies were coming down, there was like a canopy or 
whatever that they were hitting and crashing 
through. 

BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: Okay. That 
concludes this interview at approximately 


0905. Thank you, Dave. 


